FIG2006 Abstract

Surveys of FIG Commissions 3, 7, 8 and 9 in 2002 and 2004 indicated a clear global trend of growing use of Value Maps, based on data from national property tax systems. However, as yet, no such development has occurred in the United Kingdom. 

The paper describes a doctoral research project in the School of Surveying, Kingston University, using a Policy Delphi to establish indicative costs and benefits of Value Maps, barriers to their development and a possible Action Plan to overcome those barriers. Some 30 UK-based experts and representatives of key stakeholder groups were brought together in a controlled series of virtual meetings, to participate in a Future Study. Supplemented by visits to other European countries (Denmark, Sweden, Lithuania) where Value Maps are in use and to selected UK agencies that could enable them, together with demonstrations of their use to practising surveyors, the study found that institutional inertia, lack of awareness of automated valuation methods and lack of a national geospatial data infrastructure strategy are the main barriers.

The authors recommend that the private sector actively pursue a market-led approach, suggesting collaboration among investment, insurance and property development industries to share datasets and application development costs with government agencies would best secure mutual business benefits. A parallel tax-reform-led initiative might be needed to unlock such benefits but such is the low level of awareness among decision makers of the synergies between geodata, land and tax policies and technology trends that 'industry pull' not 'policy push' is probably the key to unlocking what could become a key instrument of good governance. In any case, surveyors have a key role to play.
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