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Kingston team wins ground-breaking database contract

A team from Kingston University has won a sought-after contract to review the process by which the Government collects, stores and provides access to information about brownfield sites across England.

The National Land Use Database of Previously Developed Land and Buildings (NLUD-PDL) provides an inventory of the national stock of vacant and/or derelict land and buildings in England. It also provides an inventory of occupied land and buildings with redevelopment potential. NLUD-PDL is essential to National Brownfield Strategy for England as it provides important information about previously developed land. Professor Paul Syms, English Partnerships National Brownfield Advisor, said “The database was started in 1998, and has been refreshed annually since 2001, with data collected from local authorities. Now the Government and English Partnerships want to review the way data is collected in order to make information on the extent and location of brownfield land as reliable, accessible and comprehensive as possible to help Government meet its targets for bringing brownfield land back into productive use”. After competitive tender, a team led by Professor Sarah Sayce, head of Kingston University’s School of Surveying, has been appointed to carry out the work.

“We are thrilled to have been awarded this contract against stiff competition from other universities,” Professor Sayce said. “The project is a key part of the Government’s policy to make sure land across the country is put to best use. By building up a definitive database of land uses, we will be helping the Government to manage its most precious resource effectively.”

English Partnerships and the Department of Communities and Local Government are funding the work, which will be completed in early 2008. Professor Sayce and the multi-disciplinary team – including Professor Nigel Walford, Dr Peter Garside, Director, Centre for Economic Research and Intelligence, David Livingstone and Tony Vickers - will be carrying out a comprehensive questionnaire survey of local authorities and interviewing representatives from these and other stakeholders to assess current procedures and practice as well as holding expert workshops and promoting discussions via an interactive website. A comparative analysis of approaches to collecting, storing and providing access to brownfield and land use data in other European countries gives the work an international dimension.

Professor Walford, Research Leader in the Kingston Centre for Geographical Information Systems (KCGIS), part of Kingston’s Centre for Earth and Environmental Science Research, said, “The Kingston Centre for GIS is delighted to be collaborating with colleagues in three of Kingston’s faculties on this project and to be involved with shaping the future development of NLUD.”
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With more than 20,000 students, Kingston University is the largest provider of higher education in South West London, offering an extensive range of undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The University is among the most successful in the United Kingdom – at the top of the table for student recruitment, renowned for teaching quality, a growing force in research and a pioneer in the launch of Foundation Degrees. In its most recent University league table, The Sunday Times described Kingston as “one of the most successful modern universities with a teaching record that is the envy of many other institutions”. 
